Rigid bronchoscopy: the value of a venerable procedure.
The rigid bronchoscope is a unique and invaluable instrument that allows evaluation, control, and therapeutic manipulation of the proximal tracheobronchial tree. Massive hemoptysis, foreign body removal, airway stenosis, laser resection, and pediatric bronchoscopy are the most common indications for the rigid bronchoscope. Improved anesthetic agents have improved the safety and comfort of the procedure for patients having either diagnostic or therapeutic procedures. The ability to use the rigid bronchoscope in therapeutic situations depends, however, on a level of skill and experience with the instrument that can be obtained only by its frequent use for diagnostic indications in the proximal airway.